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Summary
• Senate Bill 1383 (Lara) passed in 

2016 as part of California’s 
larger strategy to combat 
climate change. 

• This law is the largest and most 
prescriptive waste 
management legislative update 
in California since AB 939.  

2 10/11/2021



Fight Climate Change’s Impact on Californians by 
Recycling Organic Waste
• Organics like food scraps, yard trimmings, paper, and 

cardboard make up half of what Californians dump in 
landfills. Organic waste in landfills releases:
• 20% of the state’s methane, a climate super pollutant 84 times more 

potent than carbon dioxide.
• Air pollutants like PM 2.5, which contributes to health conditions like 

asthma.
• Recycling organic waste and recovering edible food is a fast track to 

fighting climate change and improving public health and the 
environment.
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Jurisdictions Lead the Implementation of SB 1383
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Beyond Waste Management and Recycling Operations

• Every department within a jurisdiction will be affected by the implementation of SB 1383
and will have a role to play. Staff in every department will need to understand how SB 1383
impacts their work, and implementation may require adding staff or contracting with other
entities, such as environmental health inspectors or consultants.

• Jurisdictions may need to increase funding and staffing resources across multiple departments
and divisions to support their respective roles in implementing and maintaining SB 1383
compliant programs.

• Jurisdictions are responsible for coordinating with city and county planners, waste haulers,
waste processing facilities, recyclers, commercial businesses, residents, and edible food
recovery organizations. Jurisdictions may task the following entities with responsibilities to
implement this new law.
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Penalties for Noncompliance
• Jurisdictions, organic waste and edible food generators, facilities, and haulers 

are all subject to penalties for non-compliance. 

• Each jurisdiction is responsible for conducting appropriate oversite of hauler 
collection and processing contractors, consultants, and other third-party 
entities, as applicable.

• Ultimately, each jurisdiction is accountable for generators’ compliance, and 
CalRecycle may fine or penalize the jurisdiction for non-compliant programs 
beginning in 2022. 
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Education 
• The SB 1383 regulations require that jurisdictions conduct education and outreach on 

organics recycling to all residents, businesses (including those that generate edible food 
that can be donated) haulers, solid waste facilities, and local food banks and other food 
recovery organizations. 

• In communities where a substantial number of residents speak non-English languages, 
jurisdictions are required to translate education and outreach materials to ensure all 
residents and businesses can effectively participate in organics collection services. 

• CalRecycle has developed model recycling signage in the following languages:
• English, Spanish, Mandarin, Punjabi, Korean and Russian

• Even though the SB 1383 regulations don’t go into effect until January 1, 2022, 
jurisdictions need to start planning now to adequately resource the programs. 

• To assist with this effort, CalRecycle will continue to publish resources to their webpage to 
provide jurisdictions with education and outreach tools.
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