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Lathrop Hires New Economic Development Administrator

Lathrop, CA, 2/11/10 — Helping to grow jobs and improve the City of Lathrop’s business
climate is at the top of Steve Carrigan’s list each day as he walks into City Hall. Carrigan, the
City of Lathrop’s new Economic Development Administrator who started in December, knows
all too well how difficult this economy can be. “I was laid off in 2009 and | didn’t like it very
much at all. Being laid off gave me a real clear perspective of how important economic
development really is.”

With the unemployment rate in Lathrop at 12.1% and with sales tax revenue down 29% from this
time one year ago, Carrigan recently told the Lathrop city council that his main focus will be on
jobs. “Job creation is the solution to our problems. A gain in jobs could improve consumer
confidence and spur greater spending, thus fueling the economic recovery.”

Carrigan told the city council that in the short term, he planned on holding a series of meetings in
conjunction with San Joaquin County economic development officials and PG&E officials.
“Since 80% of job growth comes from existing businesses, we plan on holding a series of free
informational workshops for Lathrop businesses that would include Enterprise Zone incentive
information and information on energy efficiency programs, rebates, and incentives offered by
PG&E.” Other workshops would include information on the county’s Revolving Loan Fund,
SBA loans, Small Business Development Center technical assistance, and more. “We want all
the businesses in Lathrop to know what programs and incentives are available to them with the
goal being that maybe they will be able to re-invest any potential gains back into their
businesses” Carrigan said.

Mayor Kristy Sayles commented on the new hire, “Over the past two years, cities and counties
across California have been forced to play defense with their budgets because of one of the worst
economies in our nation’s history. In Lathrop, our city council decided that it’s time to play
offense and we made the decision last year to hire an economic development professional.
Steve’s background, resume, and experience make him a real good fit for our city.”



